Press Release
Hofesh Shechter, contemporary dance’s bold new star, tours the UK with his hit double bill
Uprising - “dense, meticulous and furiously energetic” Daily Telegraph
In your rooms - “probably the most important new dance work to be

created in Britain since the millennium” The Observer

Tour opens at Wyvern Theatre, Swindon on 16 September 2008 

Produced by Dance Touring Partnership 
Hofesh Shechter’s intensely physical and breathtaking work immediately connects with everyone who sees it and he is widely acknowledged as dance’s next big thing.  His two newest works – Uprising and In your rooms - went down a storm with critics and audiences alike and they are now embarking on a 29-venue tour of the UK, Europe and the USA. 

 
Uprising opens with a bang as seven men, including Shechter, bombard the stage with furious energy, illuminated by strobes of light, then plunged into darkness. This explosive work is set to a thrilling, pounding, power-charged score, composed by Shechter himself.

Six women join the company for In your rooms and leaven the atmosphere of male bonding with sensuality and despair.  Unstoppable, pounding rhythms of both movement and sound drive a vision of society that is scarily alienating and yet shockingly familiar. Filmic cuts and black outs are interspersed with sumptuous sweeps of movement across the stage, creating vast cinematic vistas.

The vibrant, urban edge to Hofesh’s work made him perfect to choreograph the opening dance sequence for Channel 4’s Skins.  While his mastery of percussive rhythm and unison fed his movement for Marianne Elliot’s multi-award winning production of St Joan for the National Theatre.
Hofesh came to the UK as a drummer in a rock band and is a concert-trained percussionist, studying in Tel-Aviv and, later, in Paris. He began experimenting and developing his own music while performing in dance projects in Europe. He has composed powerful soundtracks for both pieces, collaborating with string player Nell Catchpole from The Gogmagogs on the score for In your rooms.  
Hofesh Shechter’s tour is the last of Dance Touring Partnership’s Moving Up campaign, a three-year strategy funded by the Arts Council and Esmèe Fairbairn.  Suzanne Walker, director of Dance Touring Partnership, says: “We’re thrilled to present Hofesh Shechter’s amazing choreography around the country in Moving Up. The initiative has been phenomenally successful in introducing companies to UK middle-scale theatres and we are now taking stock and listening to partner venues before announcing the next Big Idea.”

www.hofeshtour.co.uk
For press information, images or interview, contact Martha Oakes or Sue Lancashire at Martha Oakes PR on 020 8854 5460, 07798 626555, martha.oakes@btconnect.com, sue.lancashire@btconnect.com

Notes to editors

1. In your rooms, was the result of a unique ACE-funded producing venture between London’s three major dance venues, The Place, the Southbank Centre and Sadler’s Wells. 
2. The company dancers are Leon Baugh, Winifred Burnet-Smith, Gavin Coward, Christopher Evans, Eulalia Ayguade Farro, Bruno Guillore, Philip Hulford, Elias Lazaridis, Yen Ching Lin, Sita Ostheimer, Ino Riga, Hofesh Shechter, Jenny White
3. Born in Jerusalem, Hofesh Shechter graduated from the Jerusalem Academy for Dance and Music before moving to Tel Aviv to join Batsheva Dance Company, where he worked with Artistic Director Ohad Naharin and other choreographers including Wim Vandekeybus, Paul Selwyn-Norton, Tero Saarinen, and Inbal Pinto. In 2002 Hofesh arrived in the UK and joined the Jasmin Vardimon Dance Company. In 2004 Hofesh was commissioned by The Place Prize to create the sextet, Cult. The work was one of five selected finalists and was announced winner of the Audience Choice Award. From 2004 to 2006 Hofesh was Associate Artist at The Place and was commissioned by its Robin Howard Foundation to create Uprising.   A full biography is available on request.
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